How to Create your very own Blog!
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 licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 License
Required:

-     computer with internet connection

· an email account

· something to say

Overview:

Introduction to Blogosphere

Create Your Blog space

Add Links

Add Images

Add Video

1. To start, lets get familiar with the world of blogs.  What is a blog and what makes it different than a regular web page?  

A blog is a kind of online journal, updated regularly by one or several people.  It is different that a regular page in that is not static, a blog is what we call dynamic, which is to say, constantly changing.  New entries are writen on a regular basis by the ‘blogger’ (person who adds content to the blog) so the first item on the page is always current.  

Blogs take different forms but are quite often writen in the first person and recount events experienced from the perspective of the blogger.  In this way they differ from new sites, for example, which feature up-to-date information but are not presented as a personal account.  Blogs are writen on all kinds of subjects 

2. Clicking on the blue link below will open a page that feature some other definitions of a blog.  

http://www.problogger.net/archives/2005/02/05/what-is-a-blog
Make sure to watch the video part way down the page.  Just click the Play icon (looks just like the one on your VCR).  If you come across any terms that don’t make sense to you, ask your animater.  And most importantly, don’t get overwhelmed.  While blogging is a vast new phenomenon with lots of terminology to go along with it, most of it you won’t need to understand in order to create a simple and wonderful blog!

Now, let’s take a look at some examples of blogs writen by people here in Montreal.  

http://mcturgeon.com/blog/ - One of Montréal’s foremost culture bloggers

http://www.midnightpoutine.ca/ - Arts, culture and food, prepared daily.

http://www.readingo.readingcities.com/index.php/montreal/ - Reading Montréal.  The City is a book with 100, 000 poems

http://spacingmontreal.ca/ - Spacing Montréal.  Understanding the urban landscape.

http://w5.montreal.com/mtlweblog/ - Montréal City Blog.  All things pertinent to your municipality.  

http://communities.canada.com/montrealgazette/blogs/narratives/default.aspx - Literary News and Reviews from the Montréal Gazette.

http://sudouest.wordpress.com/ - An up-to-date blog on the happenings and neighborhood politics in South-West Montréal.

http://montrealfoodie.com/ - Reviews, Opinion, Rants and Raves from the Montreal Restaurant, Dining and Food Scene

You can also search key words for blogs on topics that interest you at: 

http://blogsearch.google.com.

Now that you’ve gotten a taste of the ‘blogosphere’, it’s time to create our very own blog.

There are plenty of companies on the web who provide services to help anyone create their own blog for free.  For this tutorial, we will be using a service called blogger.com  If you’re interested in other services, do a google search for ‘blog host’.

We chose this blogger.com for this tutorial because it’s been around for a while and it has a simple and accessible interface. (that just means the visual elements you  see when you interact with the site).  

So in the web address bar of your browser (ie. Firefox, Internet Explorer) type the following address or just click the link below:

https://www.blogger.com/signup.g
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Here, you’ll see a form that you need to fill out.  This is to create an account with google, which will also create a google email account.  If you already have a gmail account, you may click the link at the top of the page reading: sign in first.
Otherwise, enter your email address (you’ll be asked to do it twice to confirm, give the same address both times).  Give yourself a password of 8 or more letters & numbers (again, you’ll have to enter it twice).  Choose a display name.  This is just the nick name you use to identify yourself to the site.  You will need to choose a name not already taken by another person so try adding numbers like your birth year if you have a common name (ie. margaretatwood39 ).
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In the word verification section you need to copy the coloured text exactly as it appears.  This is a security measure so the letters might be difficult to make out and may not even be a real word.  Do your best, if you don’t get it right the first time, you’ll have a chance to try again.  

([image: image5.bmp] - For visually impaired users, you may click this icon.  The computer will play a sound jumbled.  You must distinguish the spoken letters from the jibberish.  Listen carefully and type the letters you hear into the box.)  Also check out this feature articles on blogging by the American Foundation for the Blind http://www.afb.org/afbpress/pub.asp?DocID=aw060608
Put a check in the box next to ‘I accept the Terms of Service’ (By checking this you are essentially agreeing to follow the rules set out by the company, you may click the blue text in order to read the contract in detail.  It’s not a financial contract, this is a 100% free service.)  Click the orange arrow reading ‘Continue’.
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The time has come to choose a title for your blog.  This is a very important step because this is how people will locate your blog on the internet.  Here are some guidelines when choosing a name:

1. Descriptive : The title should give the reader a clue as to the subject of your blog.  But avoid generic titles (ie. my food blog),  you want it to attract curiousity as well.

2. Concise : Since you’ll be referring all your friends and family to your blog, you want to pick a title that’s short enough to remember

3. Original :  Style is important to bloggers.  Your title should reflect your unique voice.  Look at some of the blog names above for inspiration.  Make it catchy, quirky and quick.
In the blog address (URL) field, you’ll indicate what readers will have to enter in the address bar to access your blog.  This is like a house’s mailing address.  Like a house, each blog has a unique address.  The address must be all lower case, have no space and no punctuation.  If your title is short, you may simply type that without spaces as the address (My Food Blog would have the address: ‘myfoodblog’).  Once you’ve entered an address, click ‘Check Availability’.
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If you see this message, it means somebody else has already taken this address.  You must choose try again with something less common.  Click ‘Check Availability’ once you’ve chosen a different address.  You must keep trying until you see the message: This blog address is available.

Complete the word verification as outlined in the last step then click ‘continue’.
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Now we will choose the design of our blog.  The list below are pre-created designs with different colour scemes and page layout.  Choose the one that is most appealing to your eyes and appropriate for the subject of your blog.  You may explore a sample of each template in a new browser window by clicking ‘preview template’ below the template you wish to see.  Once you are finished previewing the sample, simply close the window and you will return to the Choose a template page.
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*Design elements of your blog such as colour, images and fonts can be customized later on.  For now choose the one closest to what you like.
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Congratulations!  You have now carved out your own little corner of the internet where you can voice whatever’s on your mind to the whole world!  Now, let’s get blogging…

Click the orange arrow Start Blogging.
Before you get started read these 50 ways to make your blog popular to get some inspirational ideas for your blog.  Some of the ideas might be a bit over your head right now but this list will give you an idea of the endless possibilies of your newly created blog.
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Publishing your first Blog Entry:


First you need to choose a subject to write about for your first entry.  What is it you are passionate about?  What are you dying to get off your mind?  Maybe it’s tennis that you could go on for hours about.  How about talking about that new resteraunt in your neighborhood you tried out last week.  Do you have a bone to pick about a frustrating visit to the drivers licensing office?  Even the simplest topics can be made interesting by giving your unique perspective on it.  Keep in mind your audience when writing your blog, what is pertinent to share with them.

Since it’s your first entry, it’s also good idea to introduce yourself and give your readers an idea what they can expect from your blog.  Start with that if you get stuck on the subject.  Once you’ve chosen a subject, do a search on google (www.google.com) to discover what already exists on the internet on  your subject.  Take note of themes you would like to discuss in your own entry.  Bookmark the pages you find interesting (ask your animator if you don’t know how).

In this first entry we are going to add some multimedia elements (link, image and video) to make your blog more dynamic.  Follow the 3 tutorials below at your own pace.
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1. Create a link

For this task, we will be using one of the fundemental functions of the internet: hyperlinks.  Hyperlinks, or links for short, are like the highways we travel on to arrive at different internet sites.

If you have ever explored the internet before, you’re sure to be familiar with them already.  Each time you click an element on a web page to take you to a new page, you have just followed a link.  Hyperlinks often appear as coloured, outlined text, but they can also be images or icons.  In your web browser you can recognize a hyperlink because your cursor will change from an arrow [image: image13.jpg]


 into a hand [image: image14.jpg]


 when you scroll your mouse over it.

Links are made up of two elements:

1. The Pointer : the visible element you click on to follow the link.

2. The Destination : the hidden element which indicates the address on the link.

To continue our highway metaphor, the pointer is like the ramp that leads us to the highway.  The destination is like the coordinates indicating where we get off.


Now that we understand the architecture of links, we’re going to create our very own link on your blog.  Open a new tab (at the top of your browser, click File, then select New Tab from the menu that pops up.  Now visit a page you would like to link to.  You might choose one from the bookmarks you created earlier.  In the address bar at the top of your browser window, you will select the entire address (starting with http://). Again, in the menu above, click Edit then select Copy from the menu that pops up.  

Now that we have a copy of the address, click on the first tab to return to your blogging page.
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Tabs allow you keep more than one web site open at the same time and go back forth between without losing information or getting lost.

Now that we’re back to our blog window, we will write a sentence that mentions the link we just copied.  Here’s some examples of format:

A haboob is a type of intense sandstorm commonly observed in the Sahara desert.

President Obama’s blog claims he will cap the salaries of bank executives.

You can see the pointers chosen name the entities to which the link speaks about.  Now that you have writen your phrase, you will select with your mouse the word or phrase which will serve as your pointer.  Then click the link [image: image16.jpg]


  icon above.  

Now it’s time specify our destination.  A window will appear asking you to ‘Enter a URL:’  Delete the text already in the box (http://) and on your computer keyboard, hold down the button ‘Ctrl’ and press ‘v’.  This will paste the address we copied earlier.  Click okay.  The text you selected is now blue.  That’s it, you have just created a new connection on the web!  

Save your work by clicking SAVE NOW below.  We will now make sure the link functions properly by click on preview in the top right corner.  This will open a preview of your blog.  Click the link you just created. It should take you to the page you specified.  Click the previous page arrow in your browser to return to your blog edit page.

2.    Add an image

Images an easy way to personalize your blog and add a bit of colour.  You can use images you found on the internet or pictures directly from your computer (from you digital camera for example).  For this tutorial, we will add an image found on another web site.

Open a new tab and browse the internet for an image you’d like to comment on.  Look through the pages you bookmarked earlier or go to google (google.com), click images and use key words that describe the image you are looking for.  Once you have found the right one, click on it with the right mouse button.  Under the menu that pops up, click Copy Image Location.  Return to the blogging tab and click the add image icon [image: image17.jpg]


 .  This screen appears:
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On the right hand side, under ‘Or add an image from the web’ click the RIGHT-hand mouse button in the text box next to ‘URL’ and choose Paste from the menu that appears.  Under Choose a layout, choose where you want your text to appear on the page by clicking in the circle next to None, Left, Center or Right.  On the right side choose how big you want your image to be.  Then click ‘UPLOAD IMAGE’.  You will see a screen saying ‘Your image has been added’ with your image below.  Click Done.  Your blog now displays your image.

3.   Add a video

The ability to watch video over the internet has revolutionized the web.  It’s an immediate and visual way of sharing information.  Web sites which feature videos submitted by users all around the world are a great place to find videos on just about any topic.  One such service popular at the moment is YouTube.  

http://www.youtube.com
Take a moment now to explore the site.  You can click on the still images to connect to videos that will play on your screen.  You have all the controls as icons just as they appear on your VCR (play, pause, volume, etc) below the video.  You can also search for video using keywords in the ‘Search’ text box.

Search for a video using key words related to your blog’s subject.  Watch the videos from your search results until you find one you’d like to put on your blog.  

To the right of the video, you should see the following:
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In the text box beside the word ‘Embed’, you see a bunch of gibberish.  Click once on the text to select it.  Now right click again in the same place and choose ‘Copy’ from the menu that appears.

Click the browser tab to bring you back to your blogging page.  We will put our video as the very last item on the blog so put any finishing touches on your message and then introduce the video you will leave your readers to ponder.

In the blog toolbar, click on ‘Edit Html’.  You will see a bunch more gibberish.  Click in the text box and use the arrow keys to scroll to the very bottom of the page.  Now click Edit in the browser and select Paste from the menu that appears.  Click preview and your video should appear.  Click play to verify in works.  That’s it!  Click Publish and you will be told ‘Your blog post published successfully!’  Click on View Blog below to see your first ever blog entry.

Share Your Blog

You’ll certainly want to show off your blog to friends and family.  You will need to give them the address of your blog so they can access it.  You should still be looking at your blog in the browser window.  The address bar in your browser indicates the address of your weblog.  It should looking something like:

http://yourblogname.blogspot.com/
This is the permanent address of your blog.  Write it down exactly as it appears or select the text, copy it and paste it in your emails to friends.
